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BACKGROUND/SUMMARY:

1.  Purpose: Implements FY 2010 NDAA, Section 632, which expands the authority for family member travel for a hospitalized seriously ill or injured member.  Authorizes roundtrip travel and transportation allowances once every 60 days and extends the benefit to individuals other than family members chosen by a Service member who is hospitalized due to a serious illness or injury or a combat injury.  Currently there is authority for per diem and one roundtrip travel for up to 3 family members to visit a very seriously ill or injured hospitalized Service member hospitalized or a Service member hospitalized in the US due to a combat injury.  Section 632 of the FY 10 NDAA changes 37 USC §411h to authorize a total of 3 roundtrips every 60 days, allows travel of an individual who is not a family member, but designated by the member, allows the member to change any or all of their designated individuals, and adds seriously wounded and serious mental disorder to ‘seriously injured.’
2.  The Committee Counsel has reviewed and concurred with this item.
3.  Cost Estimates for Implementation of this item:

	Uniformed:

	USA
	$74.6M

	USN
	$2.8M

	USAF
	$2.8M

	USMC
	$13.1M


4.  The Per Diem Committee members have approved the attached proposed revisions (clean copy) to the JFTR (TAB B).

5.  Recommend you sign the attached memorandum at TAB A.

6.  Date of Preparation:  22 December 2009
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PER DIEM, TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION ALLOWANCE COMMITTEE

DEFENSE TRAVEL MANAGEMENT OFFICE (DTMO)

4601 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 800

Arlington, Virginia  22203-1546

www.defensetravel.dod.mil
	MEMORANDUM FOR
	DIRECTOR, PER DIEM, TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION ALLOWANCE COMMITTEE

	

	SUBJECT:
	MAP 102-09 -- Seriously Ill/Injured Hospitalized Member - Extended to Individuals Other than Family and Roundtrip Every 60 Days


I approve MAP 102-09 for publication in the Joint Federal Travel Regulations, Volume 1 (JFTR) effective on date of my signature.

William J. Carr
Chairman

JFTR PROPOSED REVISIONS:
U5246:
U5246 TRANSPORTATION AND PER DIEM OF DESIGNATED INDIVIDUALS OF A HOSPITALIZED WOUNDED, ILL OR INJURED MEMBER

*A.  General.  Ordinarily, not more than three designated individuals (see par. U5246-B) of a member described in par. U5246-A1 or U5246-A2 may be provided transportation and per diem under par. U5246 as determined by appropriate authority.  The Secretarial Process may authorize/approve transportation and per diem for more than three designated individuals in extenuating circumstances.  See par. U1010-B1 for claims and APP E, Part 1, par. A2q for ITA authority.
1.  Active Duty Member Including an RC Member on Active Duty
a.  Seriously Wounded, Ill or Injured.  Transportation and per diem is authorized to visit an active duty member who is seriously wounded, seriously ill, seriously injured (including having a serious mental disorder) or in a situation of imminent death, whether or not electrical brain activity still exists or brain death is declared, and who is hospitalized in a medical facility anywhere in the world.

b.  Hospitalized as Result of Combat Wound or Injury.  Transportation and per diem, may be authorized for each designated individual authorized to visit a member, not described in par. U5246-A1a, who has a wound or an injury incurred in an operation or area designated by the SECDEF as a combat operation or combat zone under 38 USC §1967(e)(1)(A) and who is hospitalized in a medical facility in the U.S. for treatment of that wound or injury.  This allowance is initiated when there is a reasonable expectation by the treating physician that the member will remain hospitalized in an inpatient status in a hospital in the U.S.  Per diem authorization must not exceed 30 days unless an extension is authorized/approved through the Secretarial Process.

2.  RC Member Entitled to Disability Pay and Allowances.  Transportation and per diem is authorized to visit an RC member entitled to disability pay and allowances under 37 USC §204(g), who is physically disabled as the result of an injury, illness, wound, or disease incurred or aggravated, or in a situation of imminent death, whether or not electrical brain activity still exists or brain death is declared, and who is hospitalized in a medical facility anywhere in the world if that member became ill or injured or was diseased:

a.  In the line of duty while performing inactive-duty training (other than work or study ICW a correspondence course of an armed force or attendance in an inactive status at an educational institution under the sponsorship of an armed force or the Public Health Service), and

b.  While traveling directly to or from such training.

See DoDFMR, Volume 7A, paragraph 570604, and table 57-3 at http://www.defenselink.mil/comptroller/fmr/07a/index.html or COMDTINST M7229.29B par. 12-Q and figure 12-1 for a Coast Guard member at http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/7000-7999/CIM_7220_29B.pdf

3.  Member Retired due to Wound, Illness or Injury.  Transportation and per diem is authorized to visit a member who is retired solely because of a serious wound, injury or illness, or because of an imminent death declaration, whether or not electrical brain activity still exists or brain death is declared, and who is hospitalized in a medical facility anywhere in the world.  This transportation and per diem is to be provided incident to and about the same time as the occurrence of the serious wound, serious illness, serious injury, or imminent death declaration, and is not intended to provide transportation at a later date.  This authorization does not extend to retirees who incur serious injuries or illnesses after retirement, whose serious illness or injury that resulted in their medical retirement reoccurs or is aggravated after retirement, or whose death becomes imminent after retirement.

NOTE: Cadets/midshipmen are not eligible for designated individual transportation.

B.  Designated Individuals
1.  A designated individual is a person designated by the member whose presence may contribute to the member’s health and welfare during the member’s inpatient treatment.  In the case of a member who the attending physician or surgeon determines is not able to make such a designation, an individual who, as designated by the attending physician or surgeon and the military medical facility commander or head.  If the designated individual is a:

a.  Uniformed Service Member: The member is authorized TDY travel and transportation allowances.

b.  Civilian Employee: AGOV’T civilian employee is authorized the TDY travel and transportation allowances in regulation used by the agency or department funding the travel.  A civilian employee traveling using DoD funds is issued a DD Form 1610 TDY travel authorization and/or paid under DTS.

c  Other Persons: A person, other than a member or civilian employee, should be issued an ITA (APP E, Part 1, par. A1).  The individual is authorized the allowances in pars. U5246-C, U5246-D and U5246-E.

2.  The member may change any or all of the designated individuals during the duration of the member’s inpatient treatment.  However, during any one time period, there may only be three designated individuals paid per diem – only two during any period the member is authorized a non-medical attendant IAW par. U5250.  These numbers are increased if the Secretarial Process has authorized/approved more than three designated individuals IAW par. U5246-A.

C.  Transportation
1.  General.  One, or a combination, of the following round-trip transportation services between the designated individual’s home and the medical facility location in which the member is hospitalized may be provided if the attending physician or surgeon and the commander/head of the military medical facility exercising military control over the member determines in writing that the presence of the designated individual is necessary for the health and welfare of the member is concerned:

a.  Transportation-in-kind;

b.  Reimbursement for the cost of personally procured commercial transportation (CTO/TMC use is still MANDATORY);

c.  Automobile mileage rate (see par. U2600) for the official distance traveled by POC.

GOV’T/GOV’T-procured transportation must be used to the maximum extent practicable for transoceanic travel.  Reimbursement provided in par. U5246-C1b is subject to par. U5201-A1b for land travel and par. U5207 for transoceanic travel.  When land travel is by mixed modes, reimbursement is for actual travel NTE the cost of personally procured transportation between origin and destination (minus the cost of any GOV’T-procured transportation used).  When travel is by POC, only the POC operator is authorized the allowance prescribed in par. U5246-C1c.

2.  Trips Authorized.  Each designated individual may be provided one round-trip between the designated individual’s home and the medical facility location in any 60-day period.  However, not more than a total of three roundtrips may be provided in any 60-day period.  Not more than a total of two round-trips in any 60-day period during any time the member is authorized a non-medical attendant IAW par. U5250.  These numbers are increased if the Secretarial Process has authorized/approved more than three designated individuals IAW par. U5246-A.

D.  Per Diem.  When a designated individual is authorized a round-trip to and from a medical facility at GOV’T expense per diem may be paid for travel to the medical facility, while at the site during visits with a seriously wounded, ill or injured member, and for return travel to the designated individual’s home.  Comparing costs as in par. U4175 for voluntary trips away from the medical facility site does not apply to par. U5246-D.
E.  Miscellaneous Reimbursable Expenses.  The miscellaneous reimbursable expenses listed in APP G incurred incident to travel under par. U5246 may be reimbursed.  Receipt requirements are the same as those in par. U2510.
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