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From: Commander
To: Distribution List

Subj: SPECIAL CATEGORY AWARDS

Encl: (1) Special Category Awards Matrix

L. Purpose., To publish guidance for the nomination of Marines,
Sailors, Civilians, and units within Marine Forces Reserve
(MARFORRES) /Marine Forces North (MARFORNORTH) who have demonstrated a

myriad of attributes worthy of acknowledgement by outside agencies.

2. Cancellation. ForBul 1650 dtd 1é Jun 2014.

3. Background.. The Special Category Awards Program is a means by
which outstanding Marines, Sailors, Civilians, and units are
recognized for their extraordinary achievement. During calendar year
201%, different agencies sponscred over 35 awards with over 138
separate opportunities to nominate MARFORRES/MARFORNORTH members and

units.

4, Action. Upon receipt of this Bulletin, all subordinate commands
will solicit nominees for Special Category Awards per the enclosure,

a. Criteria and guidance for these awards are located in Marine
Corps Orders, Marine Administrative Messages (MARADMIN), or via the
sponsor’s website listed in the enclosure.

b. This Bulletin establishes a “duty rotation” for Special
Category Awards for which commanders may submit nominees. The
enclosure recommends particular awards for consideration by Commanding
Generals and MARFORRES/MARFORNORTH Staff Sections, based on the
criteria of the award and Military Occupational Specialty.

¢. Except when restricted by the award reference, commanders may
provide a nomination for an award that has not been slated for them on
the matrix. BAll commanders are encouraged to submit packages for
any/all gualified nominees.

d. Submit nomination packages to the MARFORRES Force Adjutant via
the chain of command no later than two weeks prior to the agency due
date listed in the enclosure.

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A: Approved for public release; distribution
is unlimited,
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e, Due dates and references contained in the enclosure are
subject to change based on updates driven by individual award sponsors
and published by Headquarters Marine Corps. Those changes will
normally be released via MARADMIN or on the sponsor’s website.

f. 1In the event that a qualified nominee cannot be provided by
the assigned Major Subordinate Command or unit, submit justification
to the Executive Director, MARFORRES/MARFORNORTH via the Force
Adjutant no later than two weeks prior to the agency due date.

{1) Awards identified by “17 in the “Note” column of enclosure
(1} must have the justification signed by the Major Subordinate
Command Chief of Staff for the negative response to the nomination
solicitation,

{2) Awards identified by ™27 in the “Note” column of enclosure
(1) do not require a nominaticn submitted for each category/sub-
category. However, nominations for as many eligible categories/sub-
categories are encouraged.

g. Not all award nominations are required to be routed via
MARFORRES for endorsement. Those awards that are submitted directly
to the awarding authority without being routed through MARFORRES shall
send a courtesy-copy of' the award to the MARFORRES Adjutant at
mfr adjutant@usmc.mil.

5. Point of contact for matters concerning Special Category Awards is
the Force Adjutant and can be reached at (504)697-7117 or
mfr adjutant@usmc.mil.

6. Reserve Applicability. This Bulletin is applicable to the Marine
Corps Reserve.

S%WENRI CH
Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION: C, D

Directives issued by this Headquarters are published and distributed
electronically.
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