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Battle at Belleau Wood, France.  The first major engagement of Marine forces during World War I consisted of both Regular and Reserve Marines. Belleau Wood was the iconic battle which established American and Marine Corps reputations internationally as an elite fighting force. (By Staff Sgt Kris Battles)
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Lleft: 1st Lt Fitzhugh Buchanan, USMCR, enlisted into the Marine Corps Reserve during World War I, deployed to France, and was quickly promoted through the ranks to Sergeant and was then offered a temporary officer commission. After the war was over, he was returned to his enlisted rank to continue service in the Marine Corps Reserve.Right: Marine Gunner Charles Clark had served in the Marine Corps since 1903, served in China, Caribbean, and Mexico before joining the Marine Corps Reserve. He was one of the first Marines to join the Reserve. During World War I, he was called to active duty as an Instructor at a machinegun school and was promoted to Marine Gunner.
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Marine Corps Women’s Reserve, New York, NY, 1918. From the beginning of World War I through 1922, more than 300 women served in the Marine Corps as messengers, administrators and assistants. Their diligent contributions laid the foundation for women to later serve in greater numbers and capacities.Bottom: Marines in Washington D.C., 1918. Since World War I, the role of women Marines has evolved and expanded. Women constitute more than 8 percent of the Force and are an integral part of the Marine Corps.
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Sixth Machine Gun Battalion, Germany, 1918. Although the fighting ended in November 1918, Reserve Marines continued to serve with the American occupation forces. All Reserve Marines were demobilized or discharged by 1922.Second Lieutenant Ralph Talbot, USMCR, 1918. �2ndLt Talbot was the first U.S. Marine aviator to receive the Medal of Honor for extraordinary heroism during aerial combat over France and Belgium during World War I.
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Left: Second Lieutenant Ralph Talbot, USMCR, 1918. 2ndLt Talbot was the first U.S. Marine aviator to receive the Medal of Honor for extraordinary heroism during aerial combat over France and Belgium during World War I.
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Memorial Day Ceremonies, Philadelphia, PA, May 30, 1927. Reserve Marines were not paid for monthly training during this time-frame. They served instead for the honor and distinction of being Marines. The only pay they received was during their annual two-week “Summer Camp” training.
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New Arrivals for the Reserve Platoon Leaders Course - Quantico, VA, Dec 1940. �These civilians would soon earn their Reserve commissions and lead Marines in combat during World War II.
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A Reserve Platoon at Quantico, VA, c. 1925. �Reserve Marines stand in formation awaiting orders for training. In 1925 the Marine Corps Reserve began annual two-week training periods, called “Summer Camps.” Today, these events are referred to as “Annual Training.”
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Flag at Iwo Jima - Feb-March 1945.�Two Marines on Mount Suribachi watch the battle continue on the north end of the island. Reserve Marines served side-by-side with the Regulars and were indistinguishable throughout World War II.
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Crucial manpower support came from the 19,168 African American men who joined the Marines during the war. Trained at Montford Point, near Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, they served as enlisted men since 1942 and as officers since 1945. Of these Marines, 75 percent served overseas. Although assigned to service support units, approximately 8,000 African-American Marines performed their duties under fire at places like Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima. Some of the Montford Point Marines would continue to serve honorably in the Reserve Force through the Korean War and beyond.
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Marine Aircraft Group 33, 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, Okinawa, Japan, c. April-May 1945.�During World War II, Marine Corps Aviation grew to 135 squadrons, 32 aircraft groups, and 5 wings. Its combined strength of 125,162 officers and enlisted was comprised mostly of Reserve Marines. 109 of 121 (90 percent) Marine Corps flying Aces were Reservists.
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Iwo Jima, Japan, Feb 1945. Fighting a ferocious and determined enemy, Marine Reserves brought their strength, spirit, and intellect to the great mobilization of World War II. Through the course of the war, the Reserve helped the Marine Corps reach a force strength of more than 485,000 Marines.Top: 2nd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment, Iwo Jima, Japan, Feb.-March, 1945. Marine Tank-Infantry teams fought fierce battles as they advanced through Japanese defenses. Over 70 percent of the Marines serving during World War II were in the Reserve.
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First Marine Division, Korea, Dec, 1950. �Marines take cover amid rugged terrain while engaging the enemy in harsh combat conditions. Enduring extreme cold weather, difficult mountainous terrain, and a numerically superior enemy, Regular and Reserve Marines persevered throughout the fight. 
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First Marine Division, Korea, c. 1950. During the breakout from the Chosin Reservoir, Marines guard the flanks of the main column while on the road between Koto-ri and Hagaru-ri.
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Center bottom: 61st Special Marine Infantry Company, Lexington, KY, 1954. Boarding a train for two weeks of training at Camp Lejeune, NC.
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Left: Out the Tail Ramp - c. 1980. Reserve Marines exit a CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter during training. The Total Force construct directs both Active and Reserve Components to have the same functionality for seamless integration of forces.Center middle: F4D Skyray, c. 1957. Marine Corps Reserve aviation maintained its edge with ever-evolving aircraft platforms.  Adapting to threats of the Cold War, these F4Ds were considered the first carrier jets to rival land-based aircraft. Center bottom: 61st Special Marine Infantry Company, Lexington, KY, 1954. Boarding a train for two weeks of training at Camp Lejeune, NC.
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Top: Tactical Switchboard Operators - Camp Lejeune, NC, 1948. Marines maintain field communications while conducting training operations. Later in 1958, the Reserve transitioned from once-a-week, two-hour-drills to full-weekend drills, once per month.Bottom left: Amphibious Assault Training, Naval Air Base Coronado, California, June, 1962. Reserve Marines from Madison, WI, make an amphibious landing from an LVT-75 landing craft. Throughout the Cold War, the Marine Reserve was kept in high readiness as part of the nation’s strategic reserve.
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VMA-131 “Diamondbacks,” 4th Marine Aircraft Wing, Yuma, AZ, 1978. �Marine Reserve aviation maintained its edge during the Cold War with ever-evolving aircraft platforms. This A-4E Skyhawk drops Mk-82 bombs on targets over the Chocolate Mountain Aerial Gunnery Range in Arizona. VMA-131, based at Willow Grove, PA, flew the A-4 until 1994. Photo Courtesy of Boeing Corp.
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Camp Fallujah, 2004. Reserve Marines with 4th Battalion, 14th Marines, fire on a target in Fallujah, Iraq. Combined-arms coordination was used to devastating effect to support combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Top: Camp Fallujah, 2004. Reserve Marines with 4th Battalion, 14th Marines, fire on a target in Fallujah, Iraq. Combined-arms coordination was used to devastating effect to support combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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1st Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, Helmand Province, Afghanistan, Oct 2011. Reserve Marines speak with an Afghan farmer while on patrol in the southern portion of the Washir District. As part of Task Force Belleau Wood, Reserve Marines maintained friendly relations and familiarized themselves with the communities within their battlespace.
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1st Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment. Marines collect reconnaissance during live-fire company attacks during a 2015 integrated training exercise at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, CA, June 13, 2015.
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Banner Translation:WELCOME TO YOUR COUNTRY IRAQNATIONAL DIRECTORATE OF ANBAROFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION AND YOUTH BORDER PASSPORTS
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Marines with 3rd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment, reconstruct the ground floor of a house in Boston, MA, on May 5, 2010 for Habitat for Humanity. Reserve Marines develop skillsets in the Marine Corps that can be utilized in support of their local community projects.
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Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 764 (HMM-764), 4th Marine Aircraft Wing, Dec 2011. �A CH-46E helicopter lands in the Grand Canyon during Operation Havasupai. Reserve Marines supporting the annual Toys for Tots campaign deliver toys to children while conducting training operations throughout the Grand Canyon area.
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Marines with 4th Civil Affairs Group, Force Headquarters Group visit a classroom in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 2015. The Marines taught children phrases in English, handed-out school supplies, and shared cultural information as a way to create goodwill between nations.
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Reserve Marines hand out toys during a Toys for Tots event in Twentynine Palms, CA, on Dec 18, 2014. The Reserve Component provides annual support to the Toys for Tots Foundation, distributing millions of toys to children in cities and towns across the country.
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Marines conduct funeral honors detail for 1st Lt. Alexander Bonnyman, Jr, a Reserve Marine killed in the Battle of Tarawa, 1943. Reserve Marines conduct the vast majority of funeral details.
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Marines with 4th Assault Amphibian Battalion, patrol through heavily-flooded areas in an AAV7A1 on Sep. 10, 2005 in New Orleans, LA during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Reserve Marines were assigned to Special Purpose MAGTF St. Bernard to conduct search-and-rescue missions throughout the New Orleans area.
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