Commanding Officer’s/ Inspector Instructor’s

Policy on Substance Abuse

Marines and Sailors of 1/25,

Substance abuse is incompatible with the standards of discipline, readiness, and professionalism
expected of every Marine and Sailor. The use of illegal drugs, misuse of prescription medication, or abuse
of alcohol destroys trust, degrades combat effectiveness, and endangers lives. This battalion will not
tolerate substance abuse in any form.

Responsible alcohol use is permitted where authorized, but it is each individual’s responsibility to
exercise good judgment. Driving under the influence, underage drinking, or conduct resulting from
alcohol abuse will not be excused. Marines and Sailors must look out for one another and intervene
when a fellow Marine is at risk of making a poor decision.

Marines or Sailors struggling with alcohol or drug use are expected to seek help early through their chain
of command, medical providers, chaplains, or the Substance Assessment Counseling Center. Asking for
help will never be viewed as a weakness. It is a step toward preserving readiness and saving lives.

This battalion will remain free of illegal drug use, and every Marine and Sailor will demonstrate
responsibility, accountability, and discipline in their decisions. We are warriors, and warriors do not
compromise themselves, their team, or their mission with substance abuse.

Semper Fidelis,

M. K. Burke
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S Marine Corps Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding Officer Inspector-Instructor
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